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T
HE hot trend in cool wedding gowns? 
A British accent. 

Just in time for a summer stroll 
down the aisle, London-based Top-
shop and Whistles have unveiled 

their first-ever bridal collections. Girly, 
super affordable and offered in a range 
of lengths and vibes, they’re aimed at a 
thoroughly modern almost-missus. 

Priced $650 to $1,500, Topshop’s five 
limited-edition wedding frocks — a frilly 
mix that includes strapless, tie-shoulder, 
peplums and sweeping trains — are 
ideal for ladies who want to double up 
on wedding finery. “We’ve seen a shift in 
the way people choose a dress for their 
special day,” says Holly Wright, head of 
design at Topshop. “Silhouettes are no 
longer constrained to traditional shapes 
and fits, and some brides are buying 
two wedding dresses instead of just 
one, so price is a big consideration.” 

Also important? Instant gratification. No 
lengthy, Champagne-fueled bridal-atelier 
confabs for these gals. “Brides-to-be want 
immediacy and expect to be able to shop 
on the go from their mobile or the comfort 
of their own home,” notes Wright.  

For inspiration for Topshop’s gowns and 
25 bridesmaid dresses, Wright looked to 
vintage photographs and fabrics, as well as 
model Hanne Gaby Odiele’s 2016 nuptials. 

“The ceremony felt very relaxed and 
spirited,” Wright says. “We wanted to cap-
ture the same easy and carefree feel.” 

The seven-piece Whistles Wedding 
collection, priced from $1,099 to $1,399, 
also offers plenty of fresh expression, 
from cold shoulders to high ruffled necks. 
For the V-back, cape-sleeve, lacy “Victo-
ria” number,  Whistles creative director 
Nick Passmore mined one of the retailer’s 
best-selling silhouettes: jumpsuits. “The 
jumpsuit is a key signature piece at Whis-
tles,” Passmore says. “We felt it would be 
a great option to sit alongside the dress 
offering for the more daring bride.” 

Say ‘yes’ to a lovely English wedding dress — with prices as perfect as Mr. Right
KEEP CALM AND MARRY ON

F
ROM Mary-Kate Olsen’s cocktail-size vin-
tage Cartier bauble to Pippa Middleton’s Art 
Deco-inspired stunner, the latest engage-
ment rings are unconventionally gorgeous.

While plenty of brides-to-be still pick round 
diamond solitaires, an increasing number are 
selecting offbeat gems and settings.  

“This market for nontraditional engage-
ment rings is flourishing, especially among 
the fashion-savvy crowd,” says Grace 
Fuller, jewelry editor of W magazine. 
“People don’t want to wear what everyone 

else is wearing anymore — they’re interested in personaliza-
tion and authenticity. Jewelry brands like Ana Khouri, Repossi, 
Spinelli [Kilcollin] and Eva Fehren have figured out how to attract 
[brides] without using typical cuts.”

Greg Kwiat, CEO of Kwiat and Fred Leighton, agrees. “The 
trend is definitely that people want unique and personal pieces, 
whether in the shape of the center stone or the design of the set-
ting.” Kwiat himself put a tiny pink diamond on the inside of his 
wife’s band. “No one knows it’s there but us.”  

And jewelers are more than willing to work with their customers on 
special pieces. James Taffin de Givenchy offers colorful enamel bands 
that hold the stone of your choice, and Monique Péan has been creating 
custom bridal pieces with alternative diamond cuts for years.

Modern settings include open-design rings with stones on 
each end, like Solange Knowles’ floating double-diamond dazzler 
(unfortunately, she lost the valuable keepsake at Mardi Gras last 
year). A stacked ring — which looks like a pile of bands but is a 
single entity — is another edgy option (and packs extra sparkle). 

In terms of stones, fancy colored diamonds continue to gain in 
popularity as center or accent stones, along with sapphire, emer-
alds and other semi-precious bling. “Duck Dynasty” star Rebecca 
Lo Robertson said “yes” to an oval opal — her birthstone — sur-
rounded by gray pavé and baguette diamonds. 

Some modern couples skip the carats entirely. Evan Rachel 
Wood and her fiancé, bandmate Zach Villa, are celebrating their 
romance with matching silver-hued twisted bands. Low-key 
Amanda Seyfried wore a thin gold engagement band before she 
eloped with actor Thomas Sadoski in March.

Sometimes, a stone’s qualities are not visible to the naked eye. Jean-
Marc Lieberherr, CEO of the Diamond Producers Association, says that 
responsibly sourced diamonds are a big trend. “Millennials, more than 
any other generation, are interested in the source of their diamonds,” 
he says. “They want to make sure that their ring is something they can 
be proud to own and wear.”

At the end of the day, it’s all about finding the perfect match. 
“Really think about you as a person, and also the person who is 
wearing it,” says Kwiat. “Choose something that says, ‘This is 
who I am; this is who we are.’”
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BRIDAL BLING

Stockholm-based hipster jeweler Cornelia Webb 
has debuted another exclusive collection for Net-a-

Porter, this one designed for sleekly minimalist brides. 
Crafted from 24-k gold-plated brass, cultivated 

freshwater pearls and gray mother of pearl, the ring, 
earrings, bracelets, chokers, arm cuff and headpiece 

(from $175 to $515) that make up the edgy assortment 
perfectly walk the line between pretty and punk. 

Cornelia Webb gold-plated pearl earrings,  
$255 at Net-a-Porter.com  

CALLING CARD

Will you and your lovebird live happily ever 
after? Only the tarot-card clutch knows for 
sure. Stack the deck in your favor with this 

Rider-Waite-inspired, metallic-trimmed alice + 
olivia by Stacy Bendet “The Lovers” bag. It’s just 

roomy enough for all your day-of essentials. 

Unlike that tattoo you got at 
your bachelorette, your wedding 
flowers won’t last forever. 
But thanks to the ingenious 
service Repeat Roses, those 
gorgeous blooms can be 
donated to nursing homes, 
hospice-care facilities 
and cancer-treatment 
centers. For a fee, the 
team will swoop in after 
the reception, restyle big 
bouquets into smaller 
ones and whisk 
them on their 
way. Bonus: You’ll 
get a tax-donation 
receipt and a snapshot 
of your repurposed 
fleurs arriving to 
cheer up folks at their 
new destination. 
RepeatRoses.com

TWICE AS NICE

No one marries 
sex appeal and 

comfort like Stuart 
Weitzman. His latest 

bridal collection 
brings the big-day 
zhush to chunky 
heels, platforms 
and flats, as well 

as spikier, spindlier 
options, all adorned 
with glitter, pearls 
and crystals (from 

$355 to $2,200). 
Feeling sentimental? 
Consider having your 

sock-lining insole 
inscribed with your 
name and wedding 
date. Awww. Pass 
the embroidered 

hankie, please. 

SOLE MATES

“NearlyNude” 
heels, $398 
at Stuart 

Weitzman, 625 
Madison Ave. 

FRESH FACE 

Red-carpet skin guru Joanna Vargas is cuckoo 
for coconuts, using two of them in each of her 

new, bride-worthy 60-minute Full-Body Detox 
Peels (from $250). “Coconut really plumps 

up your skin,” she tells Alexa. For the morn-
ing of the big day, she suggests slathering on 
her exfoliating mask in the shower. “That will 

really brighten your skin before makeup.” 

 
Joanna 
Vargas 

exfoliating 
mask,  
$75 at 

VioletGrey 
.com

alice + olivia 
by Stacey 

Bendet 
“The Lovers 

North/South” 
clutch, $495 at 
AliceAndOlivia 

.com

CLOCKWISE FROM TOP: 
Platinum ring with diamonds 

and tanzanite, $9,000 at 
Tiffany & Co., 727 Fifth Ave.; 
Art Deco fancy vivid yellow-

diamond ring, price upon 
request at Fred Leighton, 

212-288-1872; London 
Collection 18-k white-gold 
ring with diamonds, $4,995 

at London Jewelers,  
516-627-7475; “Criss Cross” 

platinum-and-diamond 
solitaire ring, $79,800 
at Verdura, 745 Fifth 

Ave.; Platinum ring with 
diamonds, price upon 

request at Harry Winston, 
718 Fifth Ave.; 18-k white-
gold ring with diamonds, 
$11,500 at Buccellati, 714 

Madison Ave.; 18-k vanilla-
gold ring with diamonds, 

$6,547 at LeVian.com
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